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Underlying principles — national guidance

for Health Scrutiny

+ The primary aim is to strengthen the voice of local people
in the commissioning and delivery of health services.

+ Health scrutiny has a strategic role in taking an overview of
how well integration of health, public health and social care is
working.

+ Health scrutiny proactively seeks and challenges
information about the performance of local health services
and institutions.

+ Health scrutiny functions must be discharged in an open
and transparent way.



Legislation and guidance

* Duty on local authorities to have arrangements in place to be consulted by
NHS on matters of substantial variation or development

No national definition of ‘substantial’
Local determination

Take into account equity, access, impact of change

* Duty to carry out ‘local resolution’ before a referral is made

* Duty to establish joint committee when a substantial variation/development
crosses boundaries

* Duty to respond to referrals from local Healthwatch



Powers and Duti

 Power to delegate role to a committee
« Power to scrutinise health services (NHS funded)
« Power to require information including financial information

« Power to require attendance at meetings (NHS and
independent providers funded by NHS)

« Power to make recommendations to NHS and independent
providers

 Power to establish joint committees
« Power to refer issues to the Secretary of State on the basis of:
v'insufficient consultation

v" notin the interests of health services



health service providers’

Duty to consult all relevant local authorities on issues of substantial
variation or development

Provide information about the timetable including when decisions
will be made

This duty is placed on the organisation instigating or leading the
proposals for change.

Consultation is additional to discussions with local authority
services, e.g. Adult Social Care

Duty to respond to requests for information
Duty to respond to requests for attendance at meetings
Duty to respond to recommendations

The NHS is also subject to other duties to involve users of services
and/or their representative in the commissioning and provision of
services



How the NHS is funde

Patients and pubhc (general taxation)

Department of Health

Public Health England NHS England

Public health Clinical
departments based in commissioning
local authorities groups

GPs and other primary Community
care contractors health services

Patients and public receive services
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Secondary care

New organisation

5 Funding

Service provision

Holds contracts
directly

Direct
commissioning
of specialised
services e.g.
specialised mental
health services

nuffieldirust



HEALTH AND |
CARE SYSTEM: oy @ (l)Dfeﬁgément

Commission

ApI’I/ 207 3 Q Healthwatch

NHS
Litigation
Authority

Local y
Q Healthwatch NHS Blood
Health & & Transplant
Wellbeing HeEith

Boards Public Research

health »: Authority
services National

Board  cjipi Institute for
Clinical e
Commissioning 7 _I-!ea.lth Research
Groups 7. NIHR Clinical
R Research Networks

England

Comissioning

Monitor

[ Community
= health N
hrr i services < :
R Rublic Health
E\ NHSS BuSifess \ Local | England
< ervices ; government
< Authority Dentists §
=
e Mental Home
(=™ health

Health & VSOCia| services
Care Information

Centre
H [ ) Care

. homes 57
7 i R\
NHS Triist Hospitals &
Development

care J
. docal Education
& Training
- Boards {aalth
Education

KEY

Providing care

Authority Local
Commissioning care §Qu-menk Natiofnal Insliit#te
WS _ forHealth &
Improving public health \ LOCAL oac.AN\SP‘T\O Care Excellence

Empowering patients and Medicines &
local communities Healthcare Products ©
| Agen \0
Regulatory Agency el oRc\AN‘S‘“
Supporting providers of

care

©
RD\N
REGULATION & SAFEGUR

SECRETARY OF STATE

Safeguarding patients’
interests




Local Government
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